MY   FIRST   MEETING   WITH   HITLER

agents in all the Ministries, and they even pull strings
in the highest places in the land; and they have the
support of their co-religionists all over the world; they
are an ulcer leading to the downfall of nations and
individuals.'

The more persuasive Hitler tried to be, the more
critical did I become. He paused for breath and saw
me smile.

'You do not know the Jews, Herr Hitler, and permit
me to tell you that you over-estimate them/ I replied.
'The Jew, you see, is above all adaptable. He exploits
existing possibilities, but creates nothing. He makes
use of socialism, he utilizes capitalism, he would even
exploit National-Socialism if you gave him the chance.
He adapts himself to circumstances with a suppleness
of which, apart from him, only the Chinese is capable.
Marx invented nothing. Socialism has always had
three sides. Marx, in collaboration with the good
German Engels, studied its economic side, the
Italian Mazzini examined its national and religious
implications, and Bakunin, a Russian, developed
its Nihilist side, from which Bolshevism was born.
Thus you see that socialism was not of Jewish origin
at all.5

cCertainly not/ Ludendorff agreed. cThe old
economic principles are out-of-date. No regeneration
is possible apart from National-Socialism properly
understood. That alone can cause prosperity to return
to our country.5

CI wish to give the German people a touch of the
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